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to be worshipped apart from the 
times of collective praise. I love 
how He is present in the busyness, 
in the waiting, in the everyday 
aspects of our lives. We do not 
want the mountain to merely be a 
mountain for our students. We 
challenge them to face their doubts 
with great boldness, recognising 
the King of the Universe is 
sufficient to carry their burdens. 
We tremble at his Name because 
we have experienced his presence 
and we cannot walk away 
unchanged. 

There is no greater joy in my life 
than listening to a group of young 
people cry out to Jesus. I love how 
near his presence is in those 
moments. I love when young people 
throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles 
and set their eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of their faith. I 
love how Jesus silences fears. I love 
how He is not afraid or intimidated 
by our doubts. 

I love how one of Jesus’ closest 
friends struggled deeply with doubts. 
I love how Jesus was so patient with 
Peter, rather than scorning or 
shaming him. He loved Peter and 
welcomed the insecurities stirring in 
Peter’s heart.  

Oros means "mountain" in Greek. 
Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he 

regularly set apart time to go to the 
mountains and pray. He needed the 
counsel of his Father in order to live 
according to the path set before 
him. I think there is no greater 
pursuit in life than trying to 
replicate Jesus’ habits. Oros was a 
time for our young people to go to 
the mountain, to speak with the 
Sovereign God who knows their 
names, who has written his law 
upon their hearts, and who has 
claimed them for himself. We 
refused to be ashamed of our 
weaknesses or doubts; rather, we 
just brought them before the 
throne of God. He alone is sufficient 
to silence our fears. The whisper of 
his name drives the dark away. 

I love how God’s presence does not 
merely exist on the mountain, 
though. I love how he is still worthy 

Caroline Davis 
Youth for 
Christ Intern 

 

“Jesus, Jesus, you make the darkness tremble.  

Jesus, Jesus, you silence fears.” 
 



 

   

At one level, there is nothing remarkable at all about 
Jesus’ death. The first century saw dozens of young 
Jewish revolutionaries making a bit of a stir, exciting a 
popular following and ending up on a cross.  
 
To the Romans, Jesus was just another would-be messiah 
who was ruthlessly silenced for disturbing the peace.  
 
All these popular movements subsided following their 
hero's demise. But Rome didn't quite get what it 
bargained for this time. This judicial murder became the  
best-known tribunal and execution in history. 
 

 

 

Who is to blame for Jesus' death? The Gospels show 
that no one comes out of the narrative well. 
 

• The Jewish leaders were guilty of pursuing Jesus to 
death because he was a threat to their positions of 
power.  

• The procurator Pontius Pilate was guilty of 
condemning him, knowing he was innocent.  

• The Roman military was guilty of acting with 
excessive cruelty when its soldiers met no resistance 
from the condemned man in their charge.  

• Judas Iscariot was guilty of betraying Jesus for a bag 
of coins.  

• All the other disciples were guilty of deserting and 
denying him having sworn hours earlier that they 
never would. 

 
But the matter of finding a scapegoat for Jesus' death is 
of no interest to the Gospel writers. They are much 
more interested in stressing Christ’s innocence than 
attributing blame. 
 
The trial was illegal. Not a single charge stuck. No two 
witnesses were consistent. Not a shred of evidence for  
any actual crime was produced. Nothing in cross 
examination added up. 
 
 

Dead and Buried… 

 



 

  

In all four Gospels, Pilate tried to reason with those 
baying for blood. Wary of getting drawn into an internal 
religious argument he doubtless had little appetite for, 
he tried four times to avoid sentencing Jesus.  
 
At first, he just declares the case closed, finding the 
charges frivolous and a waste of his time. 
 
When that doesn’t work, he tries to pass the buck to 
Herod who happened to be in town for the Passover. Let 
him sort his squabbling fanatics out. But Jesus didn't 
cooperate at all, completely blanking the vain fool who 
had stupidly executed his cousin John the Baptist. 
 
When that doesn’t work, Pilate tries to bargain with 
those intent on doing away with Jesus, offering the 
obviously unpalatable option of releasing a violent 
insurgent onto the streets instead. 
 
When even that doesn’t work, he has Jesus beaten to 
within an inch of his life, hoping the Chief Priest and his 
cronies will agree that it's enough to make Jesus will go 
away quietly. No chance.  
 
Only when the mob blackmails Pilate with the threat of 
reporting him to Caesar for disloyalty does he give up 
and sign the death warrant they demand. 
 

 
 

Never has anyone been so manifestly innocent. And yet 
never has a miscarriage of justice been so inevitable. It 
wasn't an accident. Nothing could have stopped it. 
Jesus had to go to the cross. This is why he came. 
 
In a word, the simplest explanation there is of what’s 
wrong with the world is “sin.” It leads to untold misery. 
It messes up all relationships. It estranges us from God. 
It spoils everything.  
 
But through the cross we can be reshaped, we can be 
reconciled to God, we can enjoy truly wholesome 
relationships, and we begin to see goodness and truth 
the right way up. God himself came in the person of his 
Son Jesus Christ, to die in our place and to make it 
possible for us to be forgiven and restored.   
 
 



 

   

But how did a small, defeated, ragbag collection of lame 
ducks and small-town losers became an unstoppable 
force all over the then-known world, growing faster than 
the empire could throw them to the lions?  
 
"He is alive and has appeared to us" they claimed. Many 
thought they were completely barmy and dismissed 
them as an eccentric irrelevance. But those who 
embraced the movement found the force within it 
changed their lives beyond their wildest dreams. 
 
The Apostle Paul, about 15-20 years after Jesus’ death, 
said in 1 Corinthians 15 that, without the resurrection, 
Christianity is false, Christian belief is futile, the Bible is 
fake and death is final. I agree. That means that if you 
can successfully refute the resurrection, you fatally 
undermine Christianity, consigning it to the dustbin of 
history.  
 
About 250 years ago, an atheist lawyer from Oxford 
named Gilbert West decided to disprove the Christian 
faith by writing a book to debunk the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. He spent twelve months in 
painstaking research to establish his case. 

 
 
After carefully and painstakingly sifting the evidence he 
became satisfied that Jesus did rise from the dead just 
as the Gospels claim. So exhaustive and scholarly was 
West’s work that the University of Oxford awarded him 
a higher doctorate for it. 
 
The evidence for the resurrection both from the Bible 
and from circumstances is impressive. 

• The resurrection of a suffering Messiah was 
prophesied centuries before. 

• Jesus himself predicted his own resurrection while 
teaching his disciples – who didn’t understand what 
he was saying. 

• The body had vanished from the tomb.  
 

 

…Raised Victorious 

 



 

  

• If the Jewish authorities or Romans had removed the 
body, why did they not exhume it to prove claims of 
the resurrection were false? 

• If the disciples secretly removed it why did they not 
back down when faced with violence, imprisonment 
and death? Anyway, who could have got past armed 
security guards at the tomb, shifted the stone and 
removed the body unnoticed? 

• If reports of the resurrection were fabricated, why 
were women the first recorded witnesses of it? Their 
testimony was not admitted as reliable in the ancient 
world so there was no sense in reporting that they 
witnessed the empty tomb and the risen Lord before 
anyone else.  

• Why were the 11 surviving disciples all completely 
transformed individuals with the resurrection at the 
heart of their message? Only something totally out of 
the ordinary accounts for such a dramatic and 
permanent change in their behaviour. 

• Why did the earliest Christians, all devout Jews, 
change their holy day from the Sabbath to the first 
day of their working week – Sunday? From having 
always worshiped on their weekly day of rest, the 
observance of which was obsessively regulated, they 
started to meet instead the following day at dawn 
before work. That needs explaining. 

• How is it that a thoroughly laughable story,  
 

originating from a motley band of nobodies in a back- 
water province of imperial Rome, became what is still 
today the world’s biggest movement?  
 
The meteoric rise of a loathed and illegal sect calls for 
an explanation. The resurrection provides it. People 
everywhere felt its life-changing aftershocks in their 
personal experience. Millions all over the world still do.  
 
I’m not a Christian just because it gives me a warm glow 
inside. Christianity really matters because, above all 
else and no matter what you feel about it, it is true. And 
if it is untrue Christianity is the worst scam in world 
history and should be held in contempt.  
 
As C. S. Lewis once wrote: ‘One  
must keep on pointing out that  
Christianity is a statement which,  
if false, is of no importance, and,  
if true, is of infinite importance.  
The one thing it cannot be is  
moderately important.’ 
 
 

 This is an edited extract from 

John Lambert’s book    

Believe It or Not. 



 

 

  

Toddlers 

Thurs (term-time), 9.30am - Centre 

-------------------------------------------- 

Play and Praise 

Fri (term-time), 10.15am - Centre 

-------------------------------------------- 

Puppet Practice 

Tues (term-time), 7pm - Centre 

 

 
 

 

Ablaze Prayer Meeting 

Sun 7 Apr, 6pm - Meeting Room 

-------------------------------------------- 

Living, Loving, Led 

Sun 14 Apr, 4.30pm - St Paul’s 

Newtown 

-------------------------------------------- 

Good Friday ‘Around the Cross’ 

Fri 19 Apr, 2-3pm - Church 

-------------------------------------------- 

Morning Prayer 
Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri, 9am - Chapel  
 

 
 

 

Alpha Course 
Thurs 9 May-18 July, 7pm - Centre 
 

 
ALPHA COURSE 

9 May - 18 July 

 

 
THY KINGDOM COME 

10 days of prayer 

30 May - 9 June 

 

Youth Leadership Life Group 

Mon 1 Apr, 6-8pm - Meeting Room 

--------------------------------------------- 

Café Church 
Tues 2 Apr, 7-8.30pm - Yarm Costa 
--------------------------------------------- 

Refresh Youth Service 

Sun 28 Apr, 6pm - Centre 

--------------------------------------------- 

Youth Life Groups  

Wed (term-time), 6-8pm - Youth 

Room/Meeting Room 

--------------------------------------------- 

Youth Club  

Fri (term-time), 7-9pm - Centre 

--------------------------------------------- 

YFC ‘Equip’ Leaders’ Meeting 

Mon (term), 9am-12pm - Church 

 

 
 

New Wine United (Week 2) 
4-10 August - East of England 
Showground, Peterborough 
--------------------------------------------- 

Soul Survivor (Week B) 
17-22 August - East of England 
Showground, Peterborough 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 

REACh Steering Group 
Mon 1 Apr, 7.30pm - Meeting Room 
Tue 23 Apr, 7.30pm- Meeting Room 
-------------------------------------------- 

Ministry Development Team 
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
-------------------------------------------- 

PCC 
Sun 28 Apr, 9.45am - Meeting Room 
Sun 28 Apr, 12.15pm - Meeting Room 
 
 
Shifting Atmospheres Course 
Tues 2, 16, 30 Apr, 7pm - Meeting 
Room 
---------------------------------------- 

Connect Seated Exercise 

Tues 12.30pm - Centre  

---------------------------------------- 

Treasure Seekers 

Once a month see Karen Snowden 

---------------------------------------- 

Informal Holy Communion 

Wed 9.30am - Meeting Room  

---------------------------------------- 

Life Groups 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
See notice board in Centre 

 
 

CHILDREN/FAMILIES 

MIDWEEK  

YOUTH 

SUMMER 

DATES - APRIL 2019  
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SAVE THE DATE 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 April 
 

9am Holy Communion 
David and Goliath 
1 Samuel 17.1, 8-11, 32-40, 43-49 and John 
14.12-14 
Service Leader: John Greenwood 
Preacher: Carolyn Kemp (OMF Diaspora) 
 

10.30am Morning Worship  
David and Goliath 
1 Samuel 17.1, 8-11, 32-40, 43-49 
Service Leader: David Warren 
Preacher: Carolyn Kemp (OMF Diaspora) 
 

6pm Ablaze Prayer  
 

14 April (Palm Sunday) 
 

9am Morning Worship  
Royal Visit 
Zechariah 9.9-13 and John 12.12-33 
Service Leader: Brian Wake 
Preacher: Gillian Davison 
 

10.30am Morning Worship 
Royal Visit 
Zechariah 9.9-13 and John 12.12-33 
Service Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Gillian Davison 
 

21 April (Easter Sunday) 
 

9am Holy Communion 
Seeing Is Believing 
Psalm 16.1-11 and John 20.1-10 
Service Leader: Gill Clayton 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

10.30am Morning Worship  
Seeing Is Believing 
John 20.1-10 
Service Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Erin Bunford 
 

28 April 
 

10am APCM Service 
Why Are You Crying? 
 John 20.11-18 
Service Leader: David Emerton 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
Please note that there is just one service 
on 28 April. It sets the Annual Meeting in 
a context of worship and it’s a chance to 
celebrate what God has done among us 
and renew our vision for what he calls us 
to do and be going forward. 
 

6pm Refresh Youth Service 
Preacher: Maddie Whaley 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES - APRIL 2019  

 
 

RAISED SERMON SERIES 
14 April – 2 June 

 

When God wants to say something really 
important to us, he often says it more than 
once. That’s why there are four distinct 
eye-witness accounts of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, each written from a 
slightly different perspective to bring out 
unique and complementary themes. 
This year, we’re following the Easter 
narrative in John’s Gospel; probably the 
last of the four to be authored and with a 
distinct purpose in mind; These things are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life (John 
20.31). 
So this is not just a story about life from the 
dead, it’s a story that claims to impart life 
to the dead. 

 
 


