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Some of us, I know, are already really 

excited about Christmas and have got 

their decorations ready, have been 

hyper organised with the shopping 

(January sales for the following 

Christmas), and have almost started to 

celebrate already. Some are 

considering how to ‘re-gift’ 50 new 

pairs of identical socks.  

Some of us dread the run up to 

Christmas. It may mean remembering 

loss, hardship, family tensions, and 

crass commercialisation.  

Some love big services of celebration 

and fun, others love the magical calm 

and stillness of Carols by Candlelight or 

Midnight Communion. Like quite a few, 

I am somewhere in the middle.  

Christmas can be bitter-sweet for me: I 

lost two grandparents, there’s a lot of 

us, in the family tensions, the hardships 

and the pain - right from the get-go. Yet 

he, too, had the shepherds come to 

praise him, the wise men to adore him 

and angels to herald his arrival. 

Jesus is there in the muck and the 

bullets, and in the glitz and the 

glamour.  

The greatest gift and the best gift given 

to us, the only gift that gets better 

when it is ‘re-gifted’.  

 

 

 

 
 

Paul Arnold 

 

pressure to get the ‘right’ gifts; we have 

got my side of the family coming -- which I 

love -- but can put myself under pressure 

to ‘perform’ as I host.  

Yet I love the family gathering to 

celebrate, I love having them at our 

house, I love giving presents, I love both 

the joyful celebrations and the stillness. I 

would go to as many Christmas services as 

I could to sing carols (though not Little 

Donkey). But why do I love these things? 

At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus. Into a place of squalor and danger. 

Into a place of mess and muck. Into a 

family that was far from conventional.  

An unwed single mum and her fiancé who 

has accepted a child not his own into a 

family soon to be on the run from political 

assassins. We have God in the midst of 

the mess. We have Emmanuel, God with 

What Does Christmas Mean to Me? 



 

   

About 14 years ago I felt God speak to 

me about extending children’s ministry 

to include ministry to whole families. 

Over the years this has taken place in a 

variety of ways and we have been 

delighted to welcome many hundreds 

of families, building up lovely 

friendships with many, supporting 

those in need, and sharing God’s love 

and the gospel message along the way.  

An important development came along 

in 2013 when we introduced Messy 

Church. It is not only special to the large 

numbers of families who love coming 

but is a joy for us getting to know them 

and having the privilege of sharing the 

gospel with them through the activities, 

the service and conversations. 

Many families, who don’t belong to any 

church, have said that Messy Church is 

helping them move forward on their 

faith journey, and many seeds of faith 

with the families from Toddlers, Play and 

Praise, local schools and elsewhere.     

We are also launching an exciting new 

venture called Discovery Church which 

will meet most months in-between. This 

will provide opportunity for families who 

want to discover more and go further on 

their faith journey as we dig a bit deeper. 

The format will differ from Messy Church 

but will still be creative and fun. Our time 

together will start with homemade 

refreshments, followed by an informal 

service, then exploring the theme through 

crafts, creative prayer zones and more!  

Please pray for the preparations, team, 

families, and                                          

whether God is                                      

calling you to join us.   

Thank you. 

 

Jan Peters     

 

are being sown along the way, more than 

we may ever know about!     

 

A recent review led us to discuss and 

pray through how we can provide 

opportunity for those families who want 

to go a bit deeper and hear more about 

our faith and what it means to become a 

follower of Jesus.  

The result is a new vision plan which will 

be launched in January. Messy Church 

will continue, but termly rather than 

monthly, and will help us continue 

building relationships and sharing faith 

Exciting Development for Family Ministry 



 

  

The term ‘pastoral’ relates to the 
Bible’s image of the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus, caring for his sheep. Jesus is our 
role model for good pastoral care.  
 
Pastoral care is our response to Jesus’ 
command to ‘love one another’ and is 
the privilege and responsibility of 
every member of the congregation by 
caring for others, both within church 
and in our wider community. All Saints’ 
members are actively pastoral in their 
relationships with each other, 
especially through Life Groups and 
friendships. Many issues are addressed 
by members showing compassionate 
concern without recourse to the 
pastoral team. 

Paul Arnold monthly to update each 
other and pray. The whole pastoral 
team meet monthly to pray for 
concerns and to give thanks for 
answered prayers. 

 
Members of the pastoral team have 
received prayer ministry training and 
join the prayer ministry team to pray 
with people at the end of each 10.30am 
service and after 9am service once a 
month.  
 
The pastoral team strive to be there to 
share tears and laughter, to listen and 
comfort, to encourage and celebrate, to 
give God’s strength and healing and to 
remind everyone of God’s deep love for 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen Snowden 
 

 

 

At All Saints’ our pastoral team are here 
to support the clergy and to extend care 
by listening, praying with people, giving 
practical help, making hospital and home 
visits and bereavement support. Current 
team members are: Karen Snowden, 
Peter Gray, Jayne Davies, Chris Vass, 
Evelyn Leadbetter, Nicola Dursley, Karen 
Killick, Rona and Craig Aston, Dawn 
Wheeldon, John Taylor and Jeremy 
Atkinson.  
 
Call in for a coffee and chat on Monday 
and Wednesday mornings when a 
member of the pastoral team will be 
available. All conversations are 
confidential. Prayer requests can be 
passed on to the whole pastoral team 
with the person’s consent.  You can 
contact the team on 07854 738823. If 
you would like to leave a prayer request 
or make an appointment to see a 
member of the team, you can text or 
leave a message on this number. 
 
The team leaders, Karen Snowden and 
Peter Gray, meet with John Lambert and 

Pastoral 

Care at All 

Saints’ 



 

 1 

 

In my work as a GP there are limits on 

how much I can share about my faith. 

It is inappropriate to influence the 

faith choices of patients, who often 

see the GP at a vulnerable time in 

their lives, so there are few patients 

who know that I am a Christian.  

This doesn’t mean that I leave my faith 

at the door when I arrive at work. 

There are little ways I can reflect what I 

believe in my working day. I try to 

remember each patient is made in the 

image of God, and this should affect 

how I interact with them too. Patients 

are fairly frequently grumpy, irritable 

and sometimes openly rude, yet I need 

to love them and treat them as Jesus 

would.  

When seeing patients towards the end 

of their lives there is often a lot of fear 

My practice has a reputation for acting 

in a just and honourable way; we don’t 

‘play the system’ or bend the rules for 

our gain. This is a legacy left by Steve 

Sylvester (formerly of All Saints’, and a 

GP at the practice about 15 years ago). 

His strong faith and firm stance to 

always act in a moral way is still in our 

practice ethos and other GPs still talk 

about him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy Falcus 

 

and emotion, and part of my conversation 

with them is to encourage them to be at 

peace spiritually and be comfortable with 

their beliefs about life after death. Often, 

I can direct them to a vicar or other faith 

leader for more in depth conversation. 

When seeing patients with financial or 

social difficulties it is an opportunity to 

mention Christians Against Poverty or 

local church-based community groups, 

and I signpost to these this regularly.  

As a GP partner I am an employer to 

about forty people. I try to be fair to our 

staff and encourage generosity when 

considering terms and conditions of 

employment. I aim to be approachable so 

they feel they can speak to me even when 

I am busy. My colleagues know I am a 

Christian and sometimes discuss my 

beliefs over coffee.  

Faith in the Workplace 



 

   

Do you want to get better at praying? I 
think the Prayer Course, produced by 
Pete Greig and 24-7 Prayer, will help 
you and the whole church family do 
that. It’s an 8-week video-based 
journey with points for discussion and 
an opportunity to put into practice 
what you’ve learned. We will be 
running it from 20 February to 8 April. 
 
A couple of months ago, I heard 
someone talk about his grandmother’s 
death. “She was in a coma in hospital, 
aged 96. Just before nan died, my mum 
held her hand and prayed the Lord’s 
Prayer. At the end of the prayer, my 
nan, in a coma – hadn’t spoken for ages 
– said “Amen.” It was the last word she 
uttered. And she went to be with the 
Lord. Even though her body was coming 
to the end and wasting away, and her 
mind had shut down, her spirit was able 
to connect with the Spirit of God 
through that family prayer.”  

and about to drown?” And the reply was, 
“I kept repeating the Lord’s Prayer.” He 
was no longer an atheist after that…  
 
The Lord’s Prayer forms the basis of The 
Prayer Course. Covering themes like 
adoration, petition, unanswered prayer,                        
contemplation                                           
and listening to                                         
God it’s perfect                                            
for non-experts!                                          
Please join us. 
 
 
John Lambert 
 

Some years ago, a Christian school 
teacher from Bristol took a class on a field 
trip to Cornwall with a colleague who was 
an avowed atheist. At the end of the trip 
the latter went out into the sea for a 
swim. He got carried out to sea by a rip 
tide and was in serious trouble. Too far 
out for his shouts to be heard, he waved 
to those back on shore. At first, they 
thought he was beckoning as if to say 
“come on in.” Then they realised he was 
panicking, so they got help and brought 
him safely to shore. Later, the Christian 
teacher asked him “What were you 
thinking about when you were out at sea 

 



 

 

PCC 
Mon 9 Dec, 7.30pm - Meeting 

Room 

 

 
 
Theology for Everyone 
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm - Stockton 
Baptist Church 

 
New Wine United Week 2 
2-8 Aug 2020, East of England 
Showground, Peterborough 
 
 
 
Morning Prayer 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, 9am - 

Chapel 

------------------------------------------ 

Prayer Course 

Starts 20 February 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Messy Church 
Sun 1 Dec, 3.30pm - Centre 
-------------------------------------------- 

Toddlers 

Thurs (term-time), 9.30am - Centre 

-------------------------------------------- 

Play and Praise 

Fri (term-time), 10.15am - Centre 

-------------------------------------------- 

Puppet Practice 

Tues (term-time), 7pm - Centre 

 

 
 

Christmas Party 
Sat 14 Dec, 6.30pm - Centre 
(Tickets £10) 
--------------------------------------- 

Carols by Candlelight 
Sun 22 Dec, 6pm – Church 
-------------------------------------------- 

All-Age Christmas Eve Special 

Tue 24 Dec, 4pm - Church 

-------------------------------------------- 

Midnight Holy Communion 
Tues 24 Dec, 11.30pm - Church 
-------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Day Celebration 
Wed 25 Dec, 10am - Church 
 
 

Connect Lunch Club  
Tue 10 Dec, 11.45am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Christmas Party 
Sat 14 Dec, 6.30pm - Centre 
(Tickets £10) 
--------------------------------------- 

Drop In 
Mon, 10am-12pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Informal Holy Communion 

Wed 9.30am - Meeting Room 

Please note that here is no  Holy 

Communion service on Christmas 

Day or New Year’s Day  

--------------------------------------- 

Life Groups 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
See notice board in Centre 

--------------------------------------- 

Connect Seated Exercises 

Tues 12.45pm (2pm on Lunch 

Club day) (term-time) - Centre  

--------------------------------------- 

Treasure Seekers 

Every month see Karen Snowden 

 

 

Youth Leadership Life Group 
Mon 2 Dec, 6-8pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------------- 

Doulos Youth Leadership Training 
Mon 9 Dec, 7-9pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------------- 

Café Church  
Tues 10 Dec, 7-8.30pm - Yarm Costa 
--------------------------------------------- 

Refresh Youth Service  
Sun 8 Dec, 6-8pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------------- 
Boys’ Club 
Mon (term-time), 4-5.30pm - Youth 
Room 
--------------------------------------------- 
Girls’ Club 
Tue (term-time), 4-5.30pm - Youth 
Room 
--------------------------------------------- 
Youth Life Groups 
Wed (term-time), 6-8pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------------- 

Youth Club 
Fri (term-time), 7-9pm - Centre  
--------------------------------------------- 

YFC ‘Equip’ Leaders’ Meeting 
Mon (term-time), 10am-12pm - 
Portrack Baptist Church 

LEADERSHIP CHILDREN/FAMILIES MIDWEEK  YOUTH 

PRAYER 

WIDER CHURCH 

   DATES - DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS  



 

  

1 December 
 

9am Holy Communion 
The Word of Life 
1 John 1.1-4, John 4.39-42 
Service Leader: Sue Ireland 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

10.30am Morning Worship 
The Word of Life 
1 John 1.1-4 
Service Leader: Gillian Davison 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

3.30pm Messy Church 
Advent and Christmas 

 

22 December 
 

9am Choral Holy Communion 
Blessed 
Deuteronomy 28.1-9, Luke 1.39-56 
Service Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: David Emerton 
 

10.30am Holy Communion 
Blessed - Luke 1.39-56 
Service Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Stuart Levin 
 

6pm Carols by Candlelight 
Preacher: Rick Simpson 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

8 December 
 

9am Holy Communion (Toy Service) 
Walk in the Light as God Is Light  
1 John 1.5-2.2, John 3.19-21 
Service Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Michael Davison 
 

10.30am Morning Worship (Toy Service) 
Walk in the Light as God Is Light  
1 John 1.5-2.2, John 3.19-21 
Service Leader: Kevin Storer 
Preacher: Michael Davison 
 

6pm Refresh Youth Service 
Preacher: Stephen Sutton 

 

24 December 
 

4pm All-Age Christmas Eve Special 
An hour of worship and discovery  
for all the family 
 

11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion 
Home for Christmas 
Philippians 2.5-11, John 1.9-14 
Service Leader: Andrew Killick 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

25 December 
 

10am Christmas Day Celebration  
Festive all-age worship 

 

  SERVICES - DECEMBER 2019  

15 December 
 

9am Morning Worship 
He Will Be Great 
Micah 5.2-4, Luke 1.26-38 
Service Leader: Gill Clayton 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

10.30am Morning Worship 
He Will Be Great 
Luke 1.26-38 
Service Leader: Katy Levin 
Preacher: John Lambert 

 

 
 

29 December 
 

9am Holy Communion 
The Truth about Love 
1 John 2.3-11, John 14.15-24 
Service Leader: Sue Ireland 
Preacher: Paul Arnold 
 

10.30am Morning Worship 
The Truth about Love 
1 John 2.3-11 
Service Leader: Rob Govier 
Preacher: Paul Arnold 
 


