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We were so shocked to learn of Alan’s 
accident while on holiday in the USA 
and of his death about a week later.  
For his funeral on December 13, we 
produced for Nicky a book of memories 
in which we recorded some of the 
powerful ways Alan’s life touched ours 
during his time as All Saints’ vicar. The 
small selection below shows what an 
exceptional man Alan Farish was. 
 
Alan was so supportive when my 
husband died suddenly in the month 
before he was inducted here at All 
Saints’. He was a great help to me in a 
traumatic time for us. 
 
Alan will be remembered as a true 
servant of God and obedient to God’s 
call. He had no truck with surface or 
nominal Christianity but had a great 
facility for identifying peoples’ God-
given gifts and encouraging them to use 
them in God’s service. 

We will remember with heartfelt 
gratitude the way Alan showed God’s  
unconditional love to us. I personally 
will remember how he taught me about 
God’s grace, love and forgiveness. Also, 
the way Alan encouraged me to be the 
person that God wants me to be. Alan 
gave us hope when the situation 
seemed hopeless.  
 
 

I learned so much from working with Alan 
and his mentoring for prayer, deliverance 
and everything to do with growing closer 
to God. There are some people in life that 
touch you in a special way and you will 
never forget them. Alan was one of those 
people in my life. 
 
Alan was completely instrumental in 
bringing me up in my faith. I will forever 
be grateful to him and his guidance and 
wisdom. 
 
Alan could be direct at times. He said it as 
it was but always spoke the truth in love.  
 
Before I met Alan, I was not a Christian; 
now I am. He was a great man of God who 
had a huge impact on my life and that of 
our family.  
 
Alan touched so many lives, was instrum-
ental in me returning to Christ, and took 
the time to answer my many questions. 

Alan Farish (Vicar 1998-2008) 



 

   

During a time of illness and surgery Alan 
was a source of strength and comfort. I 
will always value deeply his insight, 
pastoral support and depth of faith. 
 
I really admired him when he went to 
the Parish Church. I remember being 
told there were ten people in the 
congregation but it soon grew to over a 
hundred. 
 
There are so many things I loved about 
Alan; his readiness to say sorry, his 
unwavering passion for building the 
church, the way he savoured the name 
of Jesus on his lips, his ability to sum up 
a person’s character with perception 
and insight, the funny way he looked 
askance when talking about something 
off-beam, his anointing in preaching, 
integrity and prayerful support. 
 
A great Christian, a great guy, a great 
tennis player, gone to serve in another 
court. See you again soon Alan. 
Alan was a rock in my Christian faith. He 
was a man of God. Alan’s preaching and 

in, I think. The kitten went AWOL in the 
vestry just at the moment needed and 
panic ensued! 
 
Alan was such a man of vision and faith 
whose love for Jesus was evident to all. 
The way in which he stepped out, made 
radical decisions and envisioned others to 
move forward caused God to bless the 
work of his hands and the churches grew. 
We are blessed to have known him. 
 
Alan welcomed my family to All Saints’. I 
was wounded and he listened and prayed 
with me, encouraging me in my walk with 
the Lord. He helped me reach a place of 
healing. I thank God for his words of 
encouragement at all times. 
 
Alan had a fiercely competitive nature. I 
can’t wait to see him in the Lord’s 
presence where I suspect he might wink 
and say, “I beat you here!” 
  
“Well done, good and faithful servant... 
Enter into the joy of your Lord!”  
(Matthew 25.21) 
 

actions helped me to understand 
Christianity, and his encouragement and 
friendship were life changing. 
 
I’ll always remember Alan for his lovely 
smile and the way he used to laugh when 
I said outrageous things. He was sensitive 
and caring. When I came out of hospital 
after cancer he was the first visitor and 
was thoughtful and understanding. I 
really appreciated his visit. 
 
Alan’s care, patience, generosity and 
love of God brought me to give my life to 
Jesus. 
 
A strong, authentic and inspirational man 
who has been vital in bringing unity over 
many years in the church of Teesside. 
 
My abiding memory of Alan was when I 
ended up persuading a friend to lend us 
her kitten for the Christmas Eve 
children’s service, so that Alan could use 
it as an illustration in his talk – something 
to do with babies growing to become 
great for God with a bit of Aslan thrown 



 

  

We are so blessed to be part of such a 
hugely generous church. There are 
various ways of giving to the work of 
All Saints’. The most common are by 
standing order, through the envelope 
scheme and cash in the plate.  
 
Since last summer there is a new way 
to give and that is the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS). You can join the 
scheme by filling in a form in the PGS 
pack which can be found on the leaflet 
stand in the foyer of the Centre and 
then mailing it to the address 
provided. PGS is giving by Direct Debit; 
your offering is transferred directly 
from your bank account on the first of 
each month. It is credited to All Saints’ 
a few days later and then, if you are 
eligible to claim Gift Aid, that is paid 
directly to the church half way through 
the month.  
 
There are benefits to the church by 
using this scheme. Our Gift Aid 
secretary Margaret Vaughan spends 
hours each year trawling through our 
bank statements and spreadsheets in  

wish, opt for your giving to increase 
automatically according to the rate of 
inflation each year without having to 
think about it and calculate it. 
  
You may have read in the notice sheet 
that our bank now charges us £1.50 for 
every single cheque that is paid into 
our account and also £1.50 for every 
£100 of cash paid in. The PGS avoids 
these extra costs.  
 
I understand that for some people 
giving by cheque or cash is still the best 
or only option and I know the PGS will 
not suit everyone, but please consider 
it if you haven’t already. If you have 
any questions, don’t hesitate to ask me 
and I will do my best to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathie Lambert 
Treasurer 
 

 
 
order to claim back tax from HMRC. The 
PGS makes Margaret’s life much easier!  
 
It also means that the church receives the 
Gift Aid from your offering within two 
weeks rather than after several months, 
so it helps us considerably with cash flow. 
A further advantage is that you can, if you 
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I became a Christian about 25 years 
ago; shortly afterwards I went to Bible 
College with the belief that God was 
calling me into full-time church 
ministry. In the church, there has 
always been ample opportunity to 
serve including as an Administrator, 
running a PA desk, teaching, etc. For 
as long as I can remember I believed 
that my career was just what I did; 
with my ministry limited to Sundays.  
 
As a chartered safety and health 
practitioner, my career in health and 
safety has been diverse, including 
writing health and safety policies, 
undertaking fire and noise risk 
assessments, etc. plus teaching 
worldwide.   
  
I am thankful to God, who has enabled 
me to have a varied and interesting 
career. 

arises, I have conversations about being 
a Christian.  I am reminded of Peter’s 
words “always being prepared to make 
a defence to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you” (1 
Peter 3.15).  
 
It is an honour to help hundreds of 
people on their journey to reach their 
professional potential and to be able to 
help safeguard peoples’ health, safety 
and welfare; which is, arguably, an 
outworking of the principle of loving my 
neighbour (Matthew 19.19). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan  
Backhouse 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote that our work is 
our ministry to God “Whatever you do, 
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men” (Colossians 3.23). In other words, 
we can worship God within our work.  
Paul was as much serving God by making 
tents as he was when he was preaching 
(Acts 18.3). Through these two verses, I 
learned that my career is part of who God 
has made me be – my career is my 
vocation from God. 
 
In Tim Keller’s outstanding book Prayer 
(2016) he encourages us as readers to 
pray daily about our work; that we may 
work fruitfully in our vocation (p.229).  As 
I continue to pray this, I am reminded 
that this is what God has called me to be 
and that it is for His Glory (1 Corinthians 
7.17 and 31).   
 
I don’t have many opportunities to share 
my faith, however, when the opportunity 

Faith in the Workplace 

 



 

   

We joined All Saints’ in January 2015, 
after 32 years at TVCC (the Oakwood 
Centre). I was their Administrator and 
latterly one of their Pastors; we’d led 
Life Groups and been part of the 
leadership team but we felt very 
strongly that God had something new 
for us. For me, that “something new” 
presented itself in an opportunity to 
assist with funerals because my heart 
had long been to offer support and 
solace to the bereaved. 
 
The Diocese was to run a course in 
Durham to train up a team of 
Authorised Lay Funeral Ministers 
(ALFM) with a view to conducting 
some funeral services and relieving 
some pressure on the Vicar when 
appropriate.   
 
I did not know this, but everyone living 
in our parish is entitled to a funeral 

all very encouraging and a great 
apprenticeship.  
 
My original motivation was to take some 
of the pressure off John; but it’s a 
wonderful opportunity to serve people 
who are grieving and help them sort out 
the practicalities when help is needed 
most. That can sometimes be in a pastoral 
visit to the dying, sorting out the order of 
service, (just how do the family want to 
celebrate the life of the deceased?) or a 
follow-up visit after the service. I certainly 
feel I have been blessed in this role.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Gray 
 

service whether or not they attended the 
church. Having conducted several 
funerals previously, I felt I could help. So, 
with John Lambert’s support, I applied.   
 
A “six-week course” they said at the 
introductory session...  We started on the 
2nd November 2017, and finished the 
final tutorial 17 weeks later on 5th April! 
Then I had to do 25 hours of on-the-job 
training in which I’d cover funeral 
planning, preparation and leading, plus 
several video and written submissions.  I 
finally received the commission and 
certificate from Bishop Paul on 1st 
November 2018. But it was all worth the 
work.  
 
I’d had the opportunity to work along-
side John and our marvellous team of 
volunteers here in All Saints’, and also 
with Richard Radley, Vicar in Billingham 
(they have several funerals every week!) 

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 



 

 

PCC 
Monday 6 Jan, 7.30pm - Meeting 
Room 
Monday 20 Jan, 7.30pm - 
Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Ministry Development Team 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Standing Committee 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Pastoral Care Team 
Thursday 16 Jan, 7.30pm - Karen 
Snowden’s 
--------------------------------------- 

Deanery Synod 
Tues 21 Jan, 7.15pm - Venue TBC 
--------------------------------------- 

REACh Steering Group 
Dates TBC 
 

 
 

New Wine United Week 2 
2-8 August 2020  
East of England Showground 
Peterborough 
 

Discovery Church  
Sunday 12 Jan, 3.30pm - Centre 
 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Toddlers (term-time) 
Thursday 9.30am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Play and Praise (term-time) 
Friday 10.15am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Puppet Practice 
Tuesday 7pm - Centre 
 

 
 

Theology for Everyone 
Wednesday 22 Jan, 7pm -  
Stockton Baptist Church 
 
 

 

 

Informal Holy Communion 
Wed 9.30am - Meeting Room 
Not on 1 January  
--------------------------------------- 
Life Groups 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
See noticeboard in Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Lunch Club 
Tues 14 Jan - 11.45am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Seated Exercises 
Tuesday 12.45pm (2pm on Lunch 
Club day) - Centre  
--------------------------------------- 
Drop In 
Monday, 10am-12pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Treasure Seekers 
Once a month, see Karen 
Snowden for details 
 

 
 

Ablaze Prayer Meeting 
Sun 5 Jan, 6pm, Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Morning Prayer 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 9am, Chapel 
 

Youth Leadership Life Group 
Monday 6 Jan, 6-8pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Doulos Youth Leadership Training 
Monday 13 Jan, 7-9pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Café Church  
Tues 14 Jan, 7-8.30pm - Yarm Costa 
--------------------------------------- 

Refresh Youth Service  
Sunday 19 Jan, 6pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
YFC ‘Equip’ Leaders’ Meeting 

Mon (term-time), 10am-12pm - 

Portrack Baptist 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Life Groups (term-time) 

Wednesday 6-8pm -  

Youth Room / Meeting Room 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Club 
Friday (term-time), 7-9pm - Centre 

--------------------------------------- 

Boys’ Club (term-time) 
Monday 4pm-5.30pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Girls’ Club (term-time) 
Tuesday 4pm-5.30pm - Youth Room 

LEADERSHIP CHILDREN/FAMILIES MIDWEEK  YOUTH 

PRAYER SUMMER 

   WHAT’S ON – JANUARY 2020 

WIDER CHURCH 



 

  

5 JANUARY  
 

9.00am - Holy Communion 
Growing in Spiritual Maturity 
1 John 2.12-14, Mark 4.26-34 
Leader: Brian Wake 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
Growing in Spiritual Maturity 
1 John 2.12-14, Mark 4.26-34 
Leader: Sandra Griffiths 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
6.00pm - Ablaze 

 

12 JANUARY  
 

9.00am - Holy Communion 
Loving the World 
1 John 2.15-17, John 15.18-25 
Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Scott Linnett 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
Loving the World 
1 John 2.15-17, John 15.18-25 
Leader: Gillian Davison 
Preacher: Scott Linnett 
 
3.30pm - Discovery Church 
 

19 JANUARY  
 

9.00am - Morning Worship 
Knowing the Truth 
1 John 2.18-27, John 8.31-36 
Leader: John Greenwood 
Preacher: Kevin Storer 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
Knowing the Truth 
1 John 2.18-27 
Leader: Kathryn Belmont 
Preacher: Kevin Storer 
 
6.00pm – Refresh 
Preacher: Esme Howard 

 

26 JANUARY  
 

9.00am - Holy Communion 
Children of God 
1 John 2.28 - 3.10, John 1.9-13 
Leader: Andrew Killick 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Holy Communion 
Children of God 
1 John 2.28 - 3.10, John 1.9-13 
Leader: David Warren 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

  SUNDAY SERVICES - JANUARY 2020  

 
 

 

 
 

1 JOHN SERMON SERIES 
1 December - 1 March 

 

 
 

THE PRAYER COURSE 
20 February - 8 April 

 
 


