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We have been rocked by events 
recently. As church, we have been 
hit by a huge number of things in a 
very short space of time. I don’t 
know for sure where you are at, 
but I personally can feel angry, 
guilty, lost, confused and sad 
depending on the day. There are 
days when I want to scream at God, 
days when I want him to scream at 
me, days when I am overwhelmed 
by how this could happen and why 
God could possibly allow it. 
 
I know the stock answers to some of 
these questions. ‘All will be well in 
the end.’ But in comparison to the 
raw emotional reality, it feels 
pointless. Pat answers. Yes, they 
often point to truth, but it is no help 
to me now, in the immediate.  

in his pain. If we don’t also join his 
cry on the cross ‘My God, My God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ yelling 
in despair at the sense of 
abandonment, we deny a huge part 
of what it means to be a Christian. 
To cry to God. 
 
So, don’t hold back. We are genuine 
people of God; we are part of his 
family. That means we can scream, 
cry, rage at him and he won’t stop 
loving us for it. It doesn’t mean 
there is no hope. God gave us tear 
ducts for a reason. 
 
 
 
 
Paul Arnold 
Curate 

Across Scripture and even in Jesus I 
see tears, pain, grief beyond 
imagining. The broken world is pain; it 
is why Jesus came. And for now, pain 
is still real. Look at Romans 8:22-23. 
We cry out to God for change. This is 
lament.  
 
Even when we know the end result, 
not to lament in the agony of the wait 
for fulfilment is the equivalent of 
‘expecting a mother in labour to stop 
screaming out in pain and rejoice in 
the knowledge that her baby will soon 
be born.’ Psalms are full of this 
movement from pleading with God to 
praise. But the Psalmist can’t praise 
without the pain first.  
 
Lament is honest, it is human, we 
cannot love like Jesus, without sharing 

Those who sow in tears… 

 



 

   

When someone says the word, 
“church”, you probably think of All 
Saints’ or an old church building 
with a beautiful steeple that you 
grew up in as a child. When 
someone says the word, “church” to 
many of the local youth we serve, 
they might picture the Costa on 
Yarm High street - a place where 
they meet with God in an informal 
atmosphere and feel welcomed into 
family that might not look like them 
but loves them all the same. 
 
Every second Tuesday of the month, 
a group of young people gather over 
coffee, hot chocolates, Frostinos, 
and lattes. Teenagers from our 
community join together to play 
music and local speakers join in to 
bring words from God. This gathering 
is what we call Café Church and for 
so many of the young people we 

up our pastries would be drawn into 
the community and ask questions 
regarding the God we serve.  
 

God IS moving. He IS stirring in the 
hearts of young people. He IS waking 
up younger generations to his 
incredible love and life-changing call. 
God IS speaking into young peoples’ 
lives and providing safe spaces for 
them.  
 

And he’s not just moving within our 
four walls of church, he’s doing it in 
every single space of our world -  
even down the street at Café Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Davis 
YFC Serve Team 

 

interact with, it’s their church 
gathering.  
 

 
 

Our hope is not to hide church from 
our young people, but rather 
welcome them into it. Our hope is to 
introduce them to the God who will 
happily meet with them whenever 
and wherever. We pray that youth 
who grew up in church and those 
who are foreign to it would form 
friendships that point to Jesus. We 
also pray that the wonderful Costa 
staff who make our drinks and warm 

Amazing Opportunities at Café Church 
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My working life has changed 
significantly over the last few years 
and the changes have been a real 
test of faith for Vik and me.  In 
December 2016 I was made 
redundant from a senior leadership 
role in a school and for a few years 
held various short-term teaching 
posts as well as a period of 
unemployment.  Throughout these 
times I have relied on Jeremiah 
29.11; “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a 
future” as a source of 
encouragement. 
 
In 2017 we set up a small marquee 
hire business Yarm Party Tents to 
help supplement our income.  This 
has developed over the last few 

constraints of the education system.  
My new job allows me to share my 
faith with customers and sometimes 
just being there to chat whilst I’m 
working is a real support for some 
who would otherwise be quite 
lonely.   
 
Being in more control of my time 
allows a little more flexibility to be 
at church meetings during the day 
from time to time.  It has been great 
to see just how busy our church is 
during the week and how we are 
able to support each other 7 days a 
week. 
 
 
 
 
Martin Howard 
Churchwarden 

years and provides work most 
weekends during the summer months 
and some throughout the year.  After 
several years of applying for senior 
leadership roles in schools, I felt God 
telling me it was time to move on and 
make a complete change of career.   
 
During the same period a number of 
friends suggested that I set myself up 
as a handyman, due to my experience 
of completing numerous maintenance 
projects for family and friends over 
the years.  In April 2019 I decided to 
take the step and started Howard 
Home Maintenance and we continue 
to trust in God for our financial needs 
each month.   
 
Whilst I have always tried to share my 
faith with colleagues and students it 
has not always been easy in the 

Faith in the Workplace 



 

   

Children and Families worker Jan 
Peters heads up a dedicated team 
of nine amazing women (well, I am 
one of them), in order to run Play 
and Praise successfully. But what 
is it, and how does it work? 
 
You might say it’s a group for under 
fives and their adults, to play, have 
fun, watch puppets, sing and 
dance. But it’s much more than 
that. The work starts earlier in the 
week when Jan produces a 
programme with a story for the 
puppets, often based on a Bible 
story or theme, and some Christian 
action songs. On Thursday the 
puppet theatre is erected and 
appropriate puppets found. 
 
The team arrives before 9am. Some 
prepare hot drinks for adults and 
trays of beakers with soft drinks for 
children, some put out mats, tables 
and a small selection of toys. We 

group she’d been to where someone 
asked about her.   
 
We build relationships and trust. I 
asked a grandma how she was and she 
said ‘fine’. Then she said, ‘I’m not 
actually.’ She had a health concern 
that she hadn’t told her family about, 
but she told me. I offered to pray with 
her and she agreed. Two weeks later 
she told me with a smile that she was 
OK and thanked me for praying.  
 
Building relationships, making 
connections, sharing God’s love in a 
fun way is what Play and Praise is all 
about. It’s a privilege and blessing to 
serve God in this ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Anne Wildsmith 
 

then practise the puppet story and 
the songs that involve puppets. We 
usually start to hear noises outside. 
We share any prayer needs and pray 
for each and for all aspects of Play 
and Praise. 
 

 
 
Then it’s time for us to welcome 
people we know and look out for 
new ones. On average 50 adults turn 
up with 1, 2 or 3 children. Adults I’ve 
talked to say how much they like the 
structure of the sessions as do their 
children. We get to know people who 
aren’t associated with a church. They 
hear the gospel in a gentle way and 
come back for more. One mum said 
to me that it was the first toddler  



 

 

Standing Committee 
Mon 3 Feb, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Ministry Development Team 
Wed 5 Feb, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Pastoral Care Team 
Thurs 20 Feb, 7.30pm - Karen 
Snowden’s 
--------------------------------------- 

PCC 
Mon 17 Feb, 7.30pm - Meeting 
Room 
 

 

 

 

Theology for Everyone 
Wed 19 Feb, 7pm - Stockton 
Baptist Church 
--------------------------------------- 

New Wine United Week 2 
2-8 Aug 2020, East of England 
Showground, Peterborough 
 

Discovery Church 
Sun 9 Feb, 3.30pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Toddlers 
Thurs (term-time), 9.30am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Play and Praise 
Fri (term-time), 10.15am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Puppet Practice 
Tues 7pm - Centre 
 

 
 

 

Ablaze Prayer Meeting 
Sun 2 Feb, 6pm - Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Prayer Breakfast 
Sat 8 Feb, 8.30am - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Prayer Course 
Thurs 20 & 27 Feb, 7.30pm - 
Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Morning Prayer 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 9am, Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 

Paint and Pour (Mexico 
Fundraiser) 
Sat 29 Feb, 7-9pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Informal Holy Communion 
Wed 9.30am - Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 
Life Groups 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
See noticeboard in Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Lunch Club 
Tues 11 Feb - 11.45am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Seated Exercises 
Tues 12.45pm (1pm on Lunch 
Club day) - Centre  
--------------------------------------- 
Drop In 
Mon, 10am-12pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Treasure Seekers 
Once a month, see Karen 
Snowden for details 
 

 

Youth Leadership Life Group 
Mon 3 Feb, 6-8pm - Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Doulos Youth Leadership Training 
Mon 10 Feb, 7-9pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Café Church  
Tues 11 Feb, 7-8.30pm - Yarm Costa 
--------------------------------------- 

Refresh Youth Service  
Sat 16 Feb, 6-8pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Boys’ Club (term-time) 
Mon, 4-5.30pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Girls’ Club (term-time) 

Tues, 4-5.30pm - Youth Room 

--------------------------------------- 

YFC ‘Equip’ Leaders’ Meeting 

Mon (term-time), 10am-12pm - 

Portrack Baptist 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Life Groups (term-time) 

Wed, 6-8pm - Youth & Meeting Rooms 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Club 
Fri (term-time), 7-9pm - Centre 

LEADERSHIP CHILDREN/FAMILIES MIDWEEK  YOUTH 

PRAYER 
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Sunday 2 February  
9am - Choral Holy Communion 
This Is How We Know  
1 John 3.11-24, John 15.9-17 
Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Brian Wake 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
This Is How We Know  
1 John 3.11-24, John 15.9-17 
Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Sola Adeboye 
 
6.00pm – Ablaze 

 

Sunday 9 February  
9am - Holy Communion 
Test the Spirits 
1 John 4.1-6, Matthew 7.15-20 
Leader: Sue Ireland 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
Test the Spirits 
1 John 4.1-6, Matthew 7.15-20 
Leader: Kevin Storer 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
3.30pm - Discovery Church 

Sunday 16 February  
9am - Morning Worship 
God Is Love 
Psalm 136.1-9, 1 John 4.7-21 
Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Andrew Killick 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
God Is Love 
Psalm 136.1-9, 1 John 4.7-21 
Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Kathryn Belmont 
 
6.00pm - Refresh 

 

Sunday 23 February  
9am - Holy Communion 
Life in the Son 
1 John 5.1-12, Luke 15.11-24 
Leader: David Emerton 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Holy Communion 
Life in the Son 
1 John 5.1-12 
Leader: Michael Davison 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

  SERVICES - FEBRUARY 2020  

 

 
 

 
 

1 JOHN SERMON SERIES 
1 December - 1 March 

 
 

 
 

THE PRAYER COURSE 
20 February - 8 April 

 


