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On 16 February I announced that 
Kathie and I would be moving on this 
summer. It’s a decision we arrived at 
very gradually and cautiously but 
which was settled in our minds last 
June. I will say more about what 
happens next for All Saints’ in the April 
edition of this programme, but be 
assured that the wheels are already 
turning. 
 
In his 2008 book Leadership Axioms, Bill 
Hybels explains that churches are 
always in a season. We had a season of 
growth from about 2014 to 2018 when 
attendance and giving rose appreciably 
and our ministries were visibly bearing 
fruit.  
 
Then we entered a season of 
consolidation (which we are still in) 
when we stopped noticeably growing 
and where we emphasized discipleship, 
equipping and growth in maturity.  

out of practice on because the place 
has been quite full.  
 
3) Physically, Phase 3 of REACh will be 
complete. The building will have a 
dedicated prayer space again and the 
east end of the worship space will suit 
much better the pattern of worship 
that has characterized All Saints’ in 
recent times. 
 
So, hold on to your hats and please hold 
this forthcoming season of transition 
before God in prayer. 
 
John Lambert 

 

 

Now, we are about to enter a season of 
transition. This is when lots of high-profile 
changes occur in a short space of time and 
the church has to adjust accordingly. 
Churches that fail to manage transition 
well tend to become relics of a bygone 
era, so it’s important we get this right. 
 
All Saints’ will look very different in a 
year’s time to what it looks like today.  
 
1) Structurally, there will be a change of 
vicar, churchwarden, treasurer and PCC 
secretary. We’ll have a new 
Administrator. Half the MDT will be recent 
appointments. This new leadership team 
will take time to gel and set the direction.  
 
2) Missionally, the St. Paul’s team will be 
about to launch off. There will be a few 
more empty seats at 10.30am. We will 
have to step on the evangelism pedal 
again, something we have become a bit 

A Season of Transition 



 

   

The habit of regularly meeting together 
with my brothers and sisters in Christ 
at the 9am service on Sunday is 
something that marks out my week.  
It’s a place that I call my Christian 
home and family.  
 
For me, the structure of the prepared 
liturgy (the words in the service 
booklets) provides a foundation that I 
can key into – that carries me along and 
frees up my mind and allows my spirit 
to be nourished. Our worship is blessed 
by a variety of talented musicians who 
lead us in both new songs and hymns 

part of a family that does support each 
other and really tries hard to serve each 
other and be God’s hands and feet on this 
earth.   
 
I always feel that when I arrive for Sunday 
9am I am at the end of my week - 
sometimes tired and a bit grumpy - but I 
am sent out afterwards into the new 
week, refreshed and renewed to serve.  
 
The 9am service is precious to me not 
because of the time it starts, the liturgy it 
follows or even the building it meets in - 
it’s special because it’s where I meet with 
both my friends in Christ and my Lord. 
 
Margaret Vaughan 
 

that have been sung down the ages.  
Taking Holy Communion, remembering 
the words of Jesus and the welcome to 
his table, are an important part of my 
weekly diet that helps me to seek to live 
a life following Jesus.  As with all worship 
when we come together, Jesus accepts 
us as we are.  The Peace is a particularly 
special time in each service; it’s slightly 
chaotic and can require the service 
leader to “call us to order” but there is 
true warmth as we greet each other in 
Jesus’ name.   
 
Over the years, it’s been there for me in 
good times and tough times.  I’ve 
laughed with my 9am Christian family 
members, we’ve cried together, shared 
in highs and lows.  
 
The 9am family has some members 
whose short-term memory can get a bit 
fuzzy, and who need a little physical help 
and support now.  I hugely value being 
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My name is Lisa and I have been 
attending the 10.30am service at All 
Saints’ for almost two years now.   
 
My family and I were looking for a 
church to attend and the plan was to 
visit several churches in Stockton. We 
came to a service [at All Saints’], just 
to see what it was like, and have been 
here ever since!   
 
I don’t feel I am very good at 
explaining why I love something. I 
usually just want to say, “...because I 
do!”  Being asked to write this article 
has really made me think about what 
it is that I love about the 10.30am 
service. To me, the fellowship 

the easier, happy times but also the sad 
and difficult.  The worship, both spoken 
and sung, is alive with heartfelt, Spirit-
led emotion and honesty.   
 
I love that the service is blessed with a 
variety of gifted people to lead worship 
and to speak, endeavouring to meet 
the needs of every member.  
 
After a period of standing still in my 
faith I have had the teaching and 
community to help me grow in my gifts. 
Thank you to all involved in the 
10.30am service. 
 
Lisa Storer 
 

afterwards as we drink tea (or hot water 
in my case), eat biscuits and talk is all part 
of it too. 
 

When we first came to All Saints’, we felt 
so welcomed.  There wasn’t just one 
person who came to talk to us that 
Sunday, there were a few, and I see that 
happening to others on a regular basis.  
We made friends. 
 

There is such a great mixture of 
generations within the service, from 
babies to the older, yet young at heart.  
The start is full of the hustle and bustle of 
families arriving ready to worship 
together with their church family.   
 

I love the time we have together in sung 
worship and occasionally a game!  I think 
it is fantastic that there is time for us all 
to be taught; the children and youth by 
their amazing leaders and everyone else 
by our God-led speakers. 
 

To me, there is life and vibrance.  People 
living and sharing life together through 
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As a Christian, I’m deeply aware of the 
contrast between Sunday and 
Monday. On Sunday, I’m surrounded 
by my church family, singing uplifting 
songs, hearing that I’m a child of God 
and that I’m loved unconditionally. 
It’s easy to be a Christian on a Sunday. 
Compare that with Monday morning - 
where the true test begins. 
  
I’m privileged to work for a 
Government department, where I’ve 
recently had the joy to be involved 
with the formation of a Christian 
Network Group in our office of over 
500 people.  We’re a small group from 
various Christian backgrounds but with 
a common purpose of encouraging 
each other whilst promoting a culture 
of curiosity and mutual respect. 
  
It’s well known amongst my colleagues 
that I’m a ‘church-goer’ and a 

E – aim for EXCELLENCE in my place of 
work 
R – try and be RESPONSIBLE to others 
  
Is this always easy to do? Absolutely 
not, but I believe it’s the key to living 
out the Christian life. 
  
C.H. Spurgeon once asked a girl who 
worked as a domestic servant, “What 
evidence can you give me that shows 
that you have become a Christian?” She 
thought for a while and then said, “I 
now clean under the mats.” That sums it 
up for me, really. 
 
Gillian Davison 
 

Christian.  In my younger years I was 
somewhat hesitant to talk about my faith 
at work, however with age comes 
wisdom… and boldness. 
  
So how do I share my faith at work?  Well, 
I’ve learnt to start each day with a simple 
prayer that God will use me in every 
office task I do. This not only serves to 
take the focus off me but also reminds 
me that, without his power working 
through me, I will fail miserably before I 
even switch on the computer.  Above all, I 
try and share my Christian belief through 
my actions rather than words. I just try to 
be NICER: 
  
N – NO compromising of my beliefs at 
work  
I – try to act with INTEGRITY in my work 
ethic 
C – look to act with COMPASSION in my 
relationships 

Faith in the Workplace 



 

   

Sola Adeboye has written: “I enjoy 

and benefit greatly from our Life 

Group. We have the opportunity to 

look into the word of God together 

and I gain insight and understanding 

from the other members. We have 

different versions of the Bible which 

helps and tends to throw more light to 

whatever topic we are looking into.  In 

our discussions we delve deeper into 

the word of God and various aspects 

of life. We are blessed.” 

I echo Sola’s words. We are blessed in 

the Life Group that I belong to as well. 

There is time for fun, sharing together 

and learning from the Bible and from 

one another. In challenging times, I 

feel really supported by the prayers 

and help of the others in the group. 

We currently have eleven Life Groups 

in the church. They are all a bit 

different but they are all an 

particular emphasis on how the Bible 

teaching applies to our lives. Other groups 

are following study guide booklets and 

one is focusing on the basic truths of our 

faith. All the groups are prayerful and are 

open to the Holy Spirit’s leading.  

Are you interested in joining a Life Group? 

If so, talk to someone who is in one 

already and ask them about it, or contact 

me and we will find you a group that you 

can go along to and see if it is right for 

you. 

 

 

 

 

David Emerton 

Life Group Co-ordinator 

01642 788640 

david.emerton1@btinternet.com  

 

opportunity to get together with other 

Christians as well as on Sundays. 

 

Most of the groups meet once every two 

weeks - mainly on a weekday evening. 

There is currently one group that meets 

on an afternoon and the Breakfast & 

Bible Group meets in a café in Yarm on a 

Saturday once a month. Some like to sing 

when they meet; others don’t. Some 

groups communicate frequently by 

WhatsApp; others don’t. One group is 

particularly for younger adults and 

another is for those who are committed 

to supporting the work at Newtown. 

Several groups are doing studies that 

follow the Sunday sermon series with a 



 

 

Deanery Synod 
Tues 2 Mar, 7.15pm - St. Peter’s 
Wolviston 
--------------------------------------- 

Ministry Development Team 
Wed 4 Mar, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Standing Committee 
Mon 9 Mar, 7.30pm - Vicarage 
--------------------------------------- 

Pastoral Care Team 
Thurs 19 Mar, 7.30pm - Karen 
Snowden’s 
--------------------------------------- 

PCC 
Mon 23 Mar, 7.30pm - Meeting 
Room 
 

 

 

 

New Wine United Week 2 
2-8 Aug 2020, East of England 
Showground, Peterborough 
--------------------------------------- 

Theology for Everyone 
Wed 18 Mar, 7pm - Stockton 
Baptist Church 
 

Discovery Church 
Sun 8 Mar, 3.30pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Toddlers 
Thurs (term-time), 9.30am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Play and Praise 
Fri (term-time), 10.15am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Puppet Practice 
Tues 7pm - Centre 
 

 
 

 

Ablaze Prayer Meeting 
Sun 1 Mar, 6pm, Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Prayer Course 
Thurs, 7.30pm – Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Morning Prayer 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 9am, Chapel 
 
 

Informal Holy Communion 
Wed 9.30am - Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 
Life Groups 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
See noticeboard in Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Lunch Club 
Tues 10 Mar - 11.45am - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Connect Seated Exercises 
Tues 1pm (2pm on Lunch Club 
day) - Centre  
--------------------------------------- 
Drop In 
Mon, 10am-12pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 
Treasure Seekers 
Once a month, see Karen 
Snowden for details 
 

 

Youth Leadership Life Group 
Mon 2 Mar, 6-8pm - Meeting Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Doulos Youth Leadership Training 
Mon 9 Mar, 7-9pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

Café Church  
Tues 10 Mar, 7-8.30pm - Yarm Costa 
--------------------------------------- 

Refresh Youth Service  
Sat 15 Mar, 6pm - Centre 
--------------------------------------- 

Boys’ Club (term-time) 
Mon, 4-5.30pm - Youth Room 
--------------------------------------- 

The Vault Girls’ Club (term-time) 

Tues, 4-5.30pm - Youth Room 

--------------------------------------- 

YFC ‘Equip’ Leaders’ Meeting 

Mon (term-time), 10am-12pm - 

Portrack Baptist 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Life Groups 

Wed (term-time), 6-8pm -  

Youth and Meeting Rooms 

--------------------------------------- 

Youth Club 
Fri (term-time), 7-9pm - Centre 

LEADERSHIP CHILDREN/FAMILIES MIDWEEK  YOUTH 

PRAYER 

SUMMER 

   DATES - MARCH 



 

  

Sunday 1 March 
9am - Holy Communion 
Confidence before God 
1 John 5.13-21, John 10.22-30 
Leader: Sue Ireland 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
Confidence before God 
1 John 5.13-21, John 10.22-30 
Leader: Kevin Storer 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
6.00pm – Ablaze 

 
 

Sunday 8 March  
9am - Holy Communion 
African Pastors’ Fellowship 
Readings to be confirmed 
Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Dave Steadman 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
African Pastors’ Fellowship 
Readings to be confirmed 
Leader: Paul Arnold 
Preacher: Dave Steadman 
 
3.30pm - Discovery Church 
 

Sunday 15 March  
9am - Holy Communion 
What on Earth..? 
Job 1.1-5 and 13-22, Luke 13.1-5 
Leader: David Emerton 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
What on Earth..? 
Job 1.1-5 and 13-22, Luke 13.1-5 
Leader: Michael Davison 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
6.00pm – Refresh 
Preacher: Emmy Burns 

 

Sunday 22 March  
9am - Holy Communion 
The Gift of Loving 
Readings to be confirmed 
Leader: John Lambert 
Preacher: Sandra Griffiths 
 
10.30am - Morning Worship 
The Gift of Loving 
Readings to be confirmed 
Leader: Kevin Storer 
Preacher: Sandra Griffiths 
 
6.00pm - The Source 

  SERVICES - MARCH 2020  

 Sunday 29 March  
9am - Choral Morning Worship 
Meanwhile in Heaven… 
Job 1.6-12, Ephesians 6.10-18 
Leader: Andrew Killick 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 
10.30am - Holy Communion 
Meanwhile in Heaven… 
Job 1.6-12, Ephesians 6.10-18 
Leader: Rob Govier 
Preacher: John Lambert 
 

 
 

It’s back! Fourth Sunday of the 
month in the Meeting Room (and in 

the new Chapel when it’s ready) 


